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The Birch Society, true to its 
founder’s beliefs, is an undemo- 
cratic organization. There are no 
elections of officers, no debate on 
what stands the society will take. 
Welch himself provides b o t n 
thought and direction. 

Since it became known that 
Matthews was a member, several 
writers of letters to the bluN 
have referred to the state of Cali- 
fornia Senate’s Un-American Ac- 
tivities Subcommittee report on 
the society. 

This subcommittee has no legal 
authority as far as Communism 
is concerned. The Supreme Couu 
has decided that seditious activi- 
tics are the concern oi the feed, hi 
government, only. 

But for what it’s worth, the sub- 
committee concluded the Birch So- 
ciety was neither subversive nor 
anti-Semitic. It also found that the 
. society had, admittedly, adopted 
“many Communist teenuiques. m 
also found that the society h,a. 
“unstable” members, but declared 
the majority of its members were 
particularly concerned “about the 
advances of the world Communist 
movement and the advances of 
Communist subversion in this 
country.”. 

Sen. Barry Goldwater was quot- 
ed as saying this about the society: 
‘1 think that those who denounce 
the Birchers will regret it. . I vc 
condemned Bob Welch his ideas 
are ridiculous — but that’s as mi 
as I will go!” 
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